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Reporting Guidance forReporting Guidance for
HazMatHazMat ReleasesReleases

Presented by:

Brian Abeel

California Emergency Management AgencyCalifornia Emergency Management Agency

OverviewOverview

•• Instructor & Class ParticipantsInstructor & Class Participants•• Instructor & Class ParticipantsInstructor & Class Participants

•• AgendaAgenda
–– What is a SpillWhat is a Spill

–– State Reporting the Why, What, Who & When for the RPState Reporting the Why, What, Who & When for the RP

–– State Requirements & Specific NotificationsState Requirements & Specific Notifications

–– Federal Reporting Requirements & FollowFederal Reporting Requirements & Follow--Up for the RPUp for the RP

Q&A f th diQ&A f th di
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–– Q&A from the audienceQ&A from the audience

•• Cal EMA Cal EMA HazMatHazMat Spill/Release Reporting PageSpill/Release Reporting Page
–– http://www.calema.ca.gov/HazardousMaterials/Pages/Spillhttp://www.calema.ca.gov/HazardousMaterials/Pages/Spill--ReleaseRelease--Reporting.aspxReporting.aspx
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What is a Release?What is a Release?

Any Material that isAny Material that isAny Material that is …Any Material that is …
–– Liquid, Liquid, 

–– Solid, Solid, 

–– Gas, Vapor, Fume, Gas, Vapor, Fume, 
and/or Particulateand/or Particulate

Which may …Which may …
–– SpillSpill

–– LeakLeak … Into all media… Into all media
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–– ReleaseRelease

–– DischargeDischarge

… Into all media… Into all media
–– AirAir

–– LandLand

–– WaterWater

Why Do We Notify?Why Do We Notify?

• Federal Laws / Regs

It is the Law!
Federal Laws / Regs
CERCLA, EPCRA, 40 CFR, etc

• State Laws / Regs
H&SC 25507(a), 19 CCR 2701-2705, CGC, PRC, etc

• Local
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Ordinances, rules regulations, permits or any other 

agreements

Process ensures that appropriate entities are informed of a HazMat 
incident and the related detail.

(who, what, when, where) 



3

California California 
Notification RequirementsNotification Requirements

LAWLAW: : H&SC §25507(a), 19 CCR 2703§ ( ),

WHO:WHO: Handler, employee, authorized rep, agent, or designee
(“HandlerHandler” is any business that handles hazmat)

WHATWHAT:: ANY actual releaseactual release or threatened releasethreatened release of a                 
hazardous substance (IF it poses a threat to public healthpublic health or the 
environmentenvironment oror equals or exceeds federal RQ)equals or exceeds federal RQ)

California Emergency Management AgencyCalifornia Emergency Management Agency

environment environment oror equals or exceeds federal RQ).equals or exceeds federal RQ).

TO:TO: CUPA/AA CUPA/AA and/or Local 911 Local 911 
California State Warning Center (Cal EMA):California State Warning Center (Cal EMA):
•• (916) 845(916) 845--8911, 8911, or
•• (800) 852(800) 852--7550 7550 

What is a What is a 
Hazardous Material?Hazardous Material?

Per HSC 25501Per HSC 25501Per HSC 25501Per HSC 25501
Any material that would pose a hazard 
due to the material quantity, 
concentration, or physical or chemical 
characteristics - to human health and 
safety or the environment if released 
into the workplace or the environment
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into the workplace or the environment. 

Includes:Includes:
-- Hazardous SubstancesHazardous Substances
-- Hazardous WasteHazardous Waste
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Who Must Notify?Who Must Notify?

•• Responsible PartyResponsible Party•• Responsible PartyResponsible Party

-- BusinessBusiness

-- HandlerHandler

-- PersonPerson
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-- PersonPerson

Who Do I Notify?Who Do I Notify?
( Title 19, Section 2703)( Title 19, Section 2703)

• CUPA / AA  and/CUPA / AA  and/or 911;911;

•• CA State Warning Center;CA State Warning Center;

•• National Response Center; National Response Center; 
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Other agencies (as mandated by agencyOther agencies (as mandated by agency--
specific laws/regs, permits, agreements, etc.)specific laws/regs, permits, agreements, etc.)
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What Needs To Be What Needs To Be 
Reported?Reported?

• All significant or potentially significant releasesAll significant or potentially significant releases 
of a Hazardous Material that has the potential to 
cause harm to human health and/or the 
environment.
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• All releases of an Extremely Hazardous 
Substance or CERCLA Hazardous Substance 
at or above the Reportable Quantity (RQ).

Information NeededInformation Needed

• Name of person reporting
• Description of what happened
• Location of release 
• Date & time of release
• Chemical name (have them spell it out)
• Amount released
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• Health effects (known or anticipated)
• Medical advice for exposed individuals
• Actions taken
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When Do I Notify?When Do I Notify?
(Verbal Notification)(Verbal Notification)

I di t l k l d f t l• Immediately upon knowledge of an actual 
release or threatened release.

• When notification can be made without 
impeding immediate control of a release.
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• When notification can be provided without 
impeding immediate emergency medical 
procedures.

Exception to Every RuleException to Every Rule

Th i di t ti h llThe immediate reporting shall 
not be required if:

• there is a reasonable belief that 
the actual release or threatened 
release poses NO significant
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release poses NO significant 
hazard (present or potential) to 
human health and safety, 
property, or the environment.
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State NotificationState Notification
(California State Warning Center)(California State Warning Center)

(800) 852(800) 852--75507550 --or- (916) 845(916) 845--89118911(800) 852(800) 852 7550   7550   or (916) 845(916) 845 89118911
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The CSWC is the central point in the State for reporting   The CSWC is the central point in the State for reporting   
oil and chemical spills.oil and chemical spills.

CSWC NotificationsCSWC Notifications

• State Agencies

• Federal Agencies

• CUPA / AA (unless otherwise requested)

• Appropriate Cal EMA Staff

California Emergency Management AgencyCalifornia Emergency Management Agency
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Oil DischargesOil Discharges

M i Oil S illM i Oil S ill (CGC 8670 26 CGC 8589 7)•• Marine Oil SpillsMarine Oil Spills (CGC 8670.26, CGC 8589.7)

* Any amount to State waters ** Any amount to State waters *
–– Cal EMACal EMA (by the RP and responding State agency). 

•• Cal EMA notifiesCal EMA notifies:: DFG-OSPR, SLC, CCC, RWQCB

•• Gas & Oil Lease FieldsGas & Oil Lease Fields (PRC 3233 CGC 8589 7)
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•• Gas & Oil Lease Fields Gas & Oil Lease Fields (PRC 3233, CGC 8589.7)

*  *  >> 42 gallons & no threat to water *42 gallons & no threat to water *
–– Cal EMACal EMA

•• Cal EMA notifiesCal EMA notifies:: DOGGR, , SLC, RWQCB

Oil Discharges (Cont)Oil Discharges (Cont)

i li (CGC 1018 8 89 )i li (CGC 1018 8 89 )•• Pipelines (CGC 51018, 8589.7)Pipelines (CGC 51018, 8589.7)
–– Cal EMACal EMA

•• Cal EMA notifiesCal EMA notifies:: State Fire Marshal, DFG-OSPR, SLC
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Discharges to State WatersDischarges to State Waters

•• Sewage Sewage (CWC 13271, 23 CCR 2250, HSC 5411)(CWC 13271, 23 CCR 2250, HSC 5411)gg ( , , )( , , )

–– Cal EMACal EMA

•• Cal EMA notifiesCal EMA notifies::

– Administrator of Environmental Health

– RWQCB (SWRCB)

– Local Health Officer
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•• Oil Discharges per (CWC 13272)Oil Discharges per (CWC 13272)
–– Cal EMACal EMA

•• Cal EMA notifiesCal EMA notifies:: SWRCB (RWQCB)

Transportation Notifications Transportation Notifications 
(Other)(Other)

•• Highways (CVC 23112 5)Highways (CVC 23112 5)•• Highways  (CVC 23112.5) Highways  (CVC 23112.5) 
–– CHP Must Notify: CHP Must Notify: 

•• Cal EMACal EMA

•• Railroads  (PUC 7672.5)Railroads  (PUC 7672.5)
Cal EMA Must Notify:Cal EMA Must Notify:
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–– Cal EMA Must Notify: Cal EMA Must Notify: 

•• CUPA/AA or 911CUPA/AA or 911

•• PUCPUC
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Other NotificationsOther Notifications
Depends on specific agency laws, regulations, permits, 

or agreements ….
Pesticide ReleasePesticide Release

•• County Agriculture CommissionerCounty Agriculture Commissioner

Radiological Materials ReleaseRadiological Materials Release
•• Dept of Health Services (DHS)Dept of Health Services (DHS)

Unauthorized Release to WaterUnauthorized Release to Water
•• State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB)State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB)

•• Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB)Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB)
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g Q y ( Q )g Q y ( Q )
•• Department of Fish & Game/OSPRDepartment of Fish & Game/OSPR

Unauthorized Release to AirUnauthorized Release to Air
•• Air Pollution Control District (APCD)Air Pollution Control District (APCD)

Threat to WildlifeThreat to Wildlife
•• Department of Fish & Game/OSPRDepartment of Fish & Game/OSPR

School Notifications (Other)School Notifications (Other)

•• (H&SC 25507 10) If a release is within ½ Mile(H&SC 25507 10) If a release is within ½ Mile•• (H&SC 25507.10)  If a release is within ½ Mile (H&SC 25507.10)  If a release is within ½ Mile 
–– EEmergency Rescue Personnelmergency Rescue Personnel must call … 

•• School District SuperintendentSchool District Superintendent

•• ((H&SC 42301.7):  H&SC 42301.7):  If there’s a foreseeable threat of an If there’s a foreseeable threat of an 
air contaminant release within 1,000 feet of a schoolair contaminant release within 1,000 feet of a school
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–– Air Pollution Officer Air Pollution Officer calls within 24 hours …calls within 24 hours …

•• CUPA/AACUPA/AA

•• Local Fire DepartmentLocal Fire Department
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Local NotificationLocal Notification

CUPA/AACUPA/AA d/ 911911•• CUPA/AACUPA/AA and/or  911911
– Use their call-down tree to call local responders

• Fire Services
• Law Enforcement
• Environmental Health
• Public Works / Utilities

California Emergency Management AgencyCalifornia Emergency Management Agency

Public Works / Utilities
• Board of Supervisors
• Other

•• Other AgenciesOther Agencies

Federal NotificationFederal Notification
(National Response Center)(National Response Center)

The NRC is the sole Federal point of contact 
for reporting oil and chemical spills. 

(Spills over Federal RQ (CERCLA or EHS))

(800) 424(800) 424 88028802
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(800) 424(800) 424--88028802

(202) 267(202) 267--26752675

The NRC operates 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 The NRC operates 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 
days a year.days a year.
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Written ReportsWritten Reports

“Emergency Release Follow-up Notice g y p
Reporting Form” (aka: Section 304 Form)

•• Required by:Required by:
– 19 CCR 2705 (State) 
– 42 USC 11004 (Federal)

•• Form & instructions found:Form & instructions found:
Cal EMA Website & in State Reg lations
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– Cal EMA Website & in State Regulations
•• Completed by:Completed by: Businesses within 7 daysdays following a release

•• For For CERCLA chemicals equals or exceeds CERCLA chemicals equals or exceeds RQRQ onlyonly
– Listed in 40 CFR 355, Appendix A

EMER GEN C Y R ELEASE FOLLOW - U P N OTIC E R EPOR TIN G FO R M

  C O N TR O L N O .

C H EC K  IF R ELEA S E R EQ U IR ES  N O TIFI -

S O L ID L IQ U IDG A S

A

B

C

D

FA CILITY E ME RG E NCY CO NTA CT & P HONE NUMB E R

DAY YR
(use  24 hr time )

TIM E
O ES

N O TIFIED

C ITY / C O M M U N ITY

C A S    N umb e r

G A S

   (        )         -

O ES

C O U N TY             ZIP

CATIO N UNDE R 4 2 U.S .C. S ection 9 60 3 (a )

L IQ U IDS O L ID
P HY S ICAL S TATE RE LE A S ED Q U A N TITY R ELEA S ED

DATE
IN C IDEN T    MO

B U S IN ES S  N A M E

INCIDE NT A DDRE S S LO CATIO N

CHE MICA L O R TRA DE NA ME (prin t or type)

C H EC K   IF  C H EM IC A L  IS   L IS TED  IN

4 0 CFR 3 55 , AP P ENDIX A

P HY S ICAL S TATE CONTA INE D

E NV IRO NME NTA L CO NTA MINATIO N TIM E O F R EL EA S E

A IR WATE R G R O U N D O TH ER

DURATION O F RE LE AS E

DAYS H O U R S M IN U TES

E NV IRO NME NTA L CO NTA MINATIO N

A CTIO NS TA KE N

E

CHRO NIC OR DE L AY ED (e xp la in)F

A CUTE O R IMME DIATE (exp la in )

N O T K N O WN  (e x p lain)

K NOWN OR A NTICIPATE D HEA LTH E FFECTS (Use th e co mme n ts se ction fo r a dd ition in forma tio n)

A DV ICE REGA RDING ME DICA L ATTE NTIO N NE CE SS A RY FO R E XP O S ED INDIV IDUA LS

G

CO MME NTS (INDICATE S ECTIO N (A - G ) A ND ITE M WITH CO MM E NTS O R A DDITIONA L INFO RMATIO N)

H

I

CE RTIFICATIO N: I ce rtify un der pe n alty o f law tha t I ha ve p erso nally e xa min ed an d I am fa milia r with the info rma tion
sub mitte d  and  b e lie ve  the  sub mitte d  info rmatio n is true , accurate , and  co mp le te .
RE P O RTING FA CILITY RE P RE S ENTATIV E (p rin t o r type)
S IG NATURE O F REP O RTING FA CILITY RE P RE S ENTATIV E DATE :
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Written Reports (Cont)Written Reports (Cont)

•• Form Sent Form Sent to to --
SERC/LEPC

Attn: 304 Reports

3650 Schriever Avenue

Mather, CA  95655
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Written Reports (Cont)Written Reports (Cont)

• Possible Requirement of Other Agencies

– DTSC

– DFG/OSPR

– DOGGR

– Cal OSHA

California Emergency Management AgencyCalifornia Emergency Management Agency

Cal OSHA

– US DOT
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Websites & Phone NumbersWebsites & Phone Numbers
(California)(California)

•• California Emergency Management Agency (Cal EMA)California Emergency Management Agency (Cal EMA)•• California Emergency Management Agency (Cal EMA) California Emergency Management Agency (Cal EMA) 
–– http://http://www.calema.ca.govwww.calema.ca.gov

•• California Dept. of Environmental Protection Agency  (California Dept. of Environmental Protection Agency  (CalEPACalEPA))
–– httphttp://www.calepa.ca.gov/://www.calepa.ca.gov/

•• California Highway Patrol (CHP)California Highway Patrol (CHP)
–– http://www.chp.ca.gov/http://www.chp.ca.gov/
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•• Dept of Fish & Game Dept of Fish & Game -- Office of Spill Prevention & ResponseOffice of Spill Prevention & Response
–– http://www.dfg.ca.gov/Ospr/index.htmlhttp://www.dfg.ca.gov/Ospr/index.html

•• State Fire Marshal (SFM) State Fire Marshal (SFM) 
–– http://osfm.fire.ca.govhttp://osfm.fire.ca.gov//

Websites & Phone NumbersWebsites & Phone Numbers
(Federal)(Federal)

•• National Response CenterNational Response Center (NRC)•• National Response Center National Response Center (NRC)

– http://www.nrc.uscg.mil/nrchp.html

•• Coast GuardCoast Guard (USCG)

– http://www.uscg.mil/D11/

•• Environmental Protection Agency Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA)
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– http://epa.gov/superfund/resources/rq/index.htm

–– EPCRA Call CenterEPCRA Call Center: : (800) 424-9346

•• Department of TransportationDepartment of Transportation (DOT)

– http://hazmat.dot.gov/spills.htm
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Any Questions
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